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Inventing p ossibilitie s
Local business plans 40,000 square-foot
expansion to accommodate new product

wGllGhtltJcljoil
DITOR

Despite the economic downturn
that his hit communities across
the nation, one local inventor and
entrepreneur Plans to exPand
h is L6udon op-eration bY I 20'000
square feet tlirough the next few
viarswith the first 40,000 square-
ioot e;rpansion getting underwaY
before the end of2009'

Eugene Gammons is making
the eipansion toAdroit Medical
Svstems manufacturing facilitY
to accommodate Production of
his latest invention, the WraPid-
Pass, which will allow non-sterile
operating room workers to Pass
Gms to ihose who are sterile
more efficientlYthan the current
procedure.- "lt's a product to Prevent in-
advertent contamination," said
Gammons, who has been in Lou-
don making disPosable Products
for the medical industry since the
early 1990s.

The sterilization Pouch cuts
down on materials bY40 Percent
from the current accepted Proce-
dure.

With the WraPid-Pass the
packaging itself the instru ments
ire steriliZed in becomes asterile
sleeve for the person Passingthe
item to the surgeon or other oPer-

newfacilityto be operating in the next yeal to manulaclule nls n(

2010. which will create between
eight and ten new johs in the com-
munitv. Bvthe time tne ia'Jity ments between non-sterile and turing operations are being moved

iJiiiil" iit iiil size in aUout tliree sterile people more efficient with- overseas'

vear$Gammons said itwill need out compt'omising cleanliness.,, The recession hasn't hurt his

lffiJ;;;;l,f."pil;d;;il;t- 
"lt'sgoialo1gr.go.gabenefits," businesseither'

people. Gamri-onssaid. 'iit'll go into every "The health care industryis

In addition to saving cost in operating room in thiworld." recession proof to a point"' he said'

-"t.ii"ti, GWrapidlPass also 
-Gammons 

said he thinks it
cuts down on time wasteA in itre is ' wonderftill'his company is G6p13' ftft md hrhcss here

iiffi;ffi;il;"iit"g iit;-- uur" to nlguiae lous tocitty in"1n are featured in the News-Herald's
process oI transrerrrng rnslru- economy wher6 many mdnufac- Community Life section' Bl
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';,"'i*ii$*gtltdlrii*frrF,ic qand hb fac'rfity bry 4tloeo squarc-fectir
thJnext year to minufacture his newest invention, Wrapid-Pass'
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The Loudon CountY
Economic DeveloPme
Agency's (LCEDA) Plat
sell .63 acres at Centre
to |ohnnylames for hi
Wine and Spirits liquo
store has hit a snag.

Both the Loudon Co
Commission and the (

ofLoudon passed resc
tions approving the sa
ofthe propertY, but nc
it seems the business t
require .67 acres, nece
sitatingthe sale again
approved at the new s
the plan receive a vari
from Loudon zoning I

In a brief, special-ca
meetingTuesdaY' Mat
23, the Loudon CitY C
cil approved the sale t
.63 acres located in Ct
75 Business Park to IE
properties. LYnn Mill
Loudon eitymanagel
the approved land tra
was to a company ow
bylames, winner of o
two Certificates of Co
ance awarded aPPlici
for a Loudon liquor st

AtThursdaY's meet
oftheLCEDA, Loudo
County Mayor DoYle
broached the subject
the size change. He s
could not sign off on I
of sale for.67 acres wl
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pool table in 1991," Gam-
mons says. "Our first Place
was a9O0-square-foot
room in Morganton, N.C."

The operation came to
Loudon in the late 1990s.

Gammons discovered
the Knoxville area bY waY
ofboat, traveling the Ten-
nessee River.

He decidedto move
somewhere in the Tennes-
seeValley, and that some-
where ended uP being
Loudon' Here,he found
an ideal area with room to
grow he says.

"We bought the ProP'
ertyin 1992- Sacresof
a defunct sewing factory
with 20,000 square feet,"
GammonssaYs. "In'96

we doubled the size of the
building. SixYears ago' we
added a second Plant, and
purchased 14 more acres.
Originally, in the earlY'70s
this had been part ofthe
first Loudon Industrial
Park, but it didn'ttake off

too well. We acquired the
rest ofit, 22 acres."

Adroit emploYs about 100
.people and is Poised for
another significant exPan-
sion in the near future.

There are several reasons
for the companY's success,
Gammonssays.

"We'renotcaughtuP in
the economic structure
withthelaYoffs. Busi-
ness has been strong. We
compete with ourselves
to make abetter Product.
We don't depend on manY
outside individuals ; we
do everything ourselves.
We design andbuild all of
ourown equiPment. Our
growth has been tremen-
dous."

Some items Producedlo-
cally are produced cheaPer
than infapan and China
markets, Gammons saYS.

Son ScottGammons'
who serves asAdroit's
vice preQi(hnt for nruknt'"
ing and sales, saYs he has

learned to trust his father's
instincts about Products
andbusinessventures. :

"Dad's geniushas helPed
transform an industry.'..
And, the interestingthing
about it is we have come
full circle andwe're stillin
the same market."

'Alotof productsDad
pioneered we don't manu-
facture todaY, but theY are
in use in hosPitals all over
theworld in the same con-
figuration as he invented,"
Scott Gammons says'

Current trends in medi-
cal andhealth support
markets are toward "green"

products, that are ecologi-
cally friendly, and toward
home health Products for
aging populations'

"You have to be Adroit,
and that is Part of Dad's
genius," Scott notes. "He

will see something most
folks can't recognize as an




